
SUMMER SCHOOL
CONTEXT

The 2016-17 earthquakes hit a particularly fragile area of  the Italian Central 
Apennines, already affected by a progressive process of  depopulation. ‘Living with 
earthquakes’ is a long-term research project and a summer school promoted by 
the Department of  Civil and Construction Engineering and Architecture (DICEA) of  the 
Università Politecnica delle Marche in collaboration with the University of  Cambridge and 
a broad international partnership. It is critical to consider the seismic nature of  these 
areas as a constitutive, and not extraordinary phenomenon – a characteristic that 
has marked the history of  the Apennine area, the evolution of  its landscape, its townscape and 
its communities. Our focus is on the province of  Fermo with its variety of  small and medium-
sized hilltop towns that offer a rich field for investigation and experimentation, 
starting from an analysis of  seismic damage to the urban fabric and branching out to wider 
questions of  tangible and intangible heritage. The earthquake, despite its tragic nature, can 
be seen as a unique opportunity to rewrite the history of  these places, starting from 
citizens’ experience and the collective memory of  local communities, and making full 
use of  archival research material. 

STRATEGIES

The summer school is an immersive experience comprising a unique and intensive 
programme of  research and design studio, surveys, workshops, lectures and site visits. 
At the basis of  this is an interdisciplinary dialogue between the Sciences and 
the Humanities: seismic and structural engineering, geotechnics, building 
technologies, landscape and urban studies, architecture, sociology, philosophy, 
archaeology, history of  art and architecture. 

Together we will aim to generate an innovative approach to post-earthquake 
reconstruction and regeneration. The summer school will take place on 16 - 25 
July 2022 in the town of  Falerone, in the Marche region. The intangible and tangible 
values of  these places are deep; the bond of  the population with its land is equally deep and 
ancient. But the future is fraught with uncertainties, since not everything can be rebuilt and 
revitalised.

SEND YOUR APPLICATION

We invite Masters students and PhD candidates in above-mentioned disciplines to send their 
application including a motivation letter and a CV to livingwithearthquakes@gmail.com.
Students will be based in Falerone and will travel around the surrounding area to gain a wider 
comprehension of  the characteristics of  the region. Field studies and teaching will include:

_understanding the urban landscape
_assessing the value of  the tangible and intangible heritage 
_learning from the past through the use of  archival documents 
_evaluating the damages at the urban and architectural scales 
_training in the conservation process of  urban and historic fabric
_working with the local community 

Participants are required to follow a preparatory stage on these topics in the month leading 
to the scheduled programme. Participants will be given the opportunity to present their 
researches for critical review. Teaching activities will provide 2 CFU. 

https://livingwearthquakes.wixsite.com/my-site-3
livingwithearthquakes@gmail.com

In collaboration with:

DEADLINES
23 May 2022 
application deadline
1 June 2022 
accepted participants confirmed
15 June 2022 
fee payment deadline

FEES
The summer school fee of  
€200 covers essential course 
expenses, including digitised 
materials, lectures, workshops, 
site visits and the final exhibi-
tion. Accommodation (bed and 
breakfast) will be arranged in 
Falerone at a cost of  €30/night.

PARTNERSHIP
Università Politecnica delle Marche
University of  Cambridge 
University of  Liverpool 
Politecnico di Torino 
Università di Macerata 
University Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Norwegian University of  Life Sciences 
Silpakorn University Bangkok
British School at Rome
Ministero della Cultura

TEACHING STAFF 
Antonello Alici
Evelyn Alonso-Rohner
Luca Barello
Alberto Calderoni 
Francesco Clementi 
Carla Danani
Paola Di Giuseppantonio Di Franco
Mina Di Marino
Gianluca Loffredo
Silvia Gron
Stephen Kay
Paola Nicolini 
Donatella Pagliacci
Nicholas Ray
José Antonio Sosa 
Niccolò Suraci
Maria Gabriella Trovato

ORGANISING STAFF
Caterina Di Felice 
Francesco Paci 
Michal Saniewski 
Silvia Tardella 
Cristiano Tosco

LIVING with EARTHQUAKES
A strategic plan for the earthquakes prone regions

 Summer School organised by DICEA - Dipartimento universitario di eccellenza

Falerone (Marche) 16 July - 25 July 2022

COMUNE DI 
FALERONE

2016 -2021
Looking five years back

2021 -2026
Looking five years ahead


